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A work of art comes from the inner soul of a human being. Art is the picture form brought 
into being throw human nerves-heart-brain-eyes. 
 

                                                                Edvard Munch 
 

My art helps me to clarify life and its meaning as well as I wanted to help others to 
clarify life for themselves.                       

Edvard Munch 

 

 

 



Edvard Munch (1863-1944) is Norway’s most significant painter. But, the importance of 

his work stretches beyond the context of national art. Munch 150 – 150th anniversary 

exhibition in Oslo is the most comprehensive presentation of Edvard Munch’s art ever 

displayed. Therefore, H.M. Kong Harald V is the patron of Munch 150 and exhibition 

was opened by Hadia Tajik, Norwegian ministry of culture. According to her, thanks to 

cooperation between National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design and the Munch 

Museum, Anniversary exhibition in Oslo gave us historic opportunity to see the full scale 

of Munch’s artwork. It is the ones-in-a-lifetime chance to see such a large number of 

central Munch’s works in the same exhibition.  

Edvard Munch has special connection to the city of Oslo. He made his debut in 1883. in 

Oslo (earlier Kristiania), he was inspired by the city scenery in paintings Evening on Karl 

Johan Street, The Scream and Henrik Ibsen at the Grand Café. In his last will, painter of 

love, anxiety and death, left all his works of art in his own possession to Oslo, so city 

inherited 1100 paintings and thousands of other artworks in the term of prints, 

watercolors and drawings. 

Munch 150 consists of 220 paintings and 50 works on paper. Exhibition follows his art 

mostly chronologically, from his debut in the early 1880s until his death in 1944. Works 

from 1882-1903 are display at the National gallery in Oslo (Nasjonalgalleriet, 

Universitetsgata 13, Oslo), and the works 1904-1944 are at Munch Museum (Munch-

museet, Tøyengata 53).  



 

The exhibition is also thematically structured. So, In the National gallery are series 

Munch Becomes a Painter, Visual Experiments, The Modern Life of the Soul, Summer 



Night, Bathing Scenes, Repetition of Kiss, Vistas, The Freeze of Life in Berlin 1883, 

Berlin 1902, Portraits, Self-Portraits with Cigarette, and Fairytale Forest. In Munch 

Museum are Three Self-Portraits, Munch in the Theatre, Inferno, In Full-Length, 

Monumental Motifs, Dynamic Landscapes, The Freeze of Life (1910-1935), Nocturnal 

Motifs, Nearby Landscapes, The Artist and his Model and Art Lives. 

Munch 150 shows a large number of central Munch’s works like The Scream, Two Little 

girls with Blue Aprons, Puberty, Death in the Sick Room, Evening on Karl Johan Street, 

Madonna, Two Human Beings, The Dance of Life but also some of Munch’s less popular 

and known works, like portrait of Henrik Ibsen or Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, German 

philosopher. No matter, curators of Munch 150, did not put painting “more famous then 

all the others”, on central position, The Scream is the most popular Munch’s work today. 

It attracts and fascinates a large audience. Munch created the four versions of Scream in 

various media. One of them, pastel, was sell for $119.9 million, becoming the world’s 

most expensive work of art ever to sell at auction. But, long time before auction, The 

Scream got iconic position in pop-culture - it was imitated, parodied and copied, used in 

advertising, in cartoons, movies, on television (The Simpsons, Andy Warhol, Gary 

Larson, Erro…). According to Munch’s personal diaries, the idea for The Scream came to 

him while looking down over the Norwegian landscape: "I was walking down the road 

with two friends when the sun set; suddenly, the sky turned as red as blood. I stopped and 

leaned against the fence, feeling unspeakably tired. Tongues of fire and blood stretched 

over the bluish black fjord. My friends went on walking, while I lagged behind, shivering 

with fear. Then I heard the enormous infinite scream of nature."  

It is interesting that Edward Munch never received a formal art education. However, he 

studied at the Royal School of Draftsman in Oslo and visited the studio of Christian 

Krohg. During his stay in Paris, he was a student of Joseph-Leon Bonnat and 

Impressionist paintings by Monet, as well as Gauging’s Postimpressionism, Van Gogh’s 

Expressionism, Seurat’s Pointillism and German avant-garde influenced him.   



During his lifetime, Munch experienced anger and admiration for his work. He made his 

debut with Morning in 1884 at National Annual Autumn Open exhibition. Painting was 

well received and Munch becomes regarded as one of Norway’s most gifted young 

artists. But some of his later paintings were strongly criticized.  

 

Munch suffered nervous breakdown. He did not like to be interviewed. If journalists 

asked him a question he would answer in a reserved manner or just laugh. He often just 

wanted to be left alone. He wanted to be in control, a bit like today’s super stars. 

 
 

The anniversary Exhibition Munch 150 is followed by anniversary magazine and fully 

illustrated catalogue on 420 pages, in Norwegian, English, French, Italian and German 

language. Munch’s works on display have been selected from the museum’s own 

collections and supplemented by loans from public or private institutions in Norway and 

abroad. The jubilee in 2013, also offering a number of events: concerts, guided walks, 

publications, research conferences like Munch and Kierkegaard, Munch and Ibsen, 



Munch’s literary sketches and notes on art (artist left a large amount of texts linked to his 

visual art), Munch 150 future film production, drama performances, digital workshops for 

kids, special access to web pages connected to artist’s life and art for schools, even digital 

games for iPad.  

It is interesting that the grandmother of performance art, Marina Abramović (who was 

born in Belgrade) took part in Munch 150 as well. In august 2013. she visited Oslo and 

produced a tribute to Munch’s most famous painting – some kind of combination of 

sculpture, video installation and performance art. According to press, “Marina 

Abramović will return to Oslo in October to perform a completely new art performance 

for the public – her first in Scandinavia. Both the art and performance will use the same 

landscape where Munch found inspiration and sketched his first idea for The Scream”.  
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