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ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COLLECTIONS OF CONTEMPORARY ART IN EUROPE 

 

 

 

I have been inventing fictional and non-fictional narratives since I started to experience 

traveling as a way of generating my life and my work. Writing and traveling have a lot in 

common: life around us doesn’t support the way we observe things anymore and we need 

to be different – more open and more flexible. In my writings, I make references to 

contemporary visual art and artists, in a very personal blend. During artist-in-residence 

projects and research studies, I’ve visited a lot of important museums and contemporary 

art galleries like Tate Modern and White Cube gallery in London, Centre Georges 

Pompidou and Palais de Tokyo in Paris, Punta della Dogana and Palazzo Grassi in 

Venice, Berardo Collection in Lisbon, Kiasma in Helsinki, Moderna Museet in Stocholm. 

 

 
  

Ljiljana Maletin at Astrup Fearnley Museum 



Summer 2013. I’ve spent in Norway. And visited Oslo’s new landmark at the 

Tjuvholmen area in Oslo harbour - Astrup Fearnley Museum (Astrup Fearnley Museet) - 

home to a large collection of contemporary artworks. 7,000 square meters huge building, 

beautiful piece of art with two huge exhibition spaces and sail-like roof construction of 

glass, is designed by Italian architect  Renzo Piano (his most famous project is the Centre 

Georges Pompidou). Astrup Fearnley Museum is based on private collection of artworks 

acquired from the 1960s. It is funded by foundations established by descendants of 

Fearnley shipping family. Museum was opened to the public in 1993. and during autumn 

of 2012, Renzo’s iconographic building at Strandpromenaden 2, become a new residence 

for Astrup Fearnley collection. Museum is part of the Tjuvholmen Icon Complex and part 

of the project to transform Tjuvholmen peninsula into cultural area. So, outside of 

museum you can find sculptures by famous artist like Anthony Gormley, Anish Kapoor 

and Franz West, integrated in fjord landscape. 

  
 

Astrup Fearnley Museum designed by Pano Renzo 

 

Astrup Fearnley permanent collection consists of art pieces by the most important 



international artists, significant works by Andy Warhol, Lucien Freud, Francis Bacon 

Georg Baselitz, Anselm Kiefer, Georg Richter, Bruce Neuman, Maurizio Cattelan, Olafur 

Eliaason, Mathey Barney, Demian Hirst, Jeff Koons and many other.  

Many of the artists represented in collection are Americans, or influenced by American 

art so Astrup Fearnley Museum represents one of the mostly important collections of 

contemporary American art in Europe. But over the last decade, the museum has 

interested into a new Brazilian, Japanese and Chinese artworks.  

It is important to say that Museum is orientated also to Norwegian artists. The first 

retrospective exhibition of one of the Norway’s most controversial and provocative, but 

highly regarded contemporary artist Bjarne Melgaard (b. 1967) who deals with taboos, 

sexuality, reality and fiction, was organized in Astrup Fearnley museum. According to art 

critic, Melgaard’s art belongs to a long tradition of expressionist that can be traced back 

to Edvard Munch – Melgraad’s spiritual and stylistic mentor. Collection has also several 

works by media-artist Torbjørn Rødland (b.1979), one of the biggest Norwegians names 

internationally, who works with landscape, nude portraits etc. 



Museum curators insist that Astrup Fearnley collection has always concentrated on 

individual works and artists, rather than on movements or historical periods. Its 

distinctive focus is on acquiring major pieces of contemporary art that push the 

boundaries of the artistic canon. In Astrup Fearnley museum you can see Takashi 

Murakami’s 3-metre Girl sculpture and Was Jesus Heterosexual by Gilbert&George. 

Also Matthew Barney’s C-prints in acrylic frame Cremaster 3: Entered apprentice and 

Cremaster 2, Deseret, 4/4 and Cremaster 5: Lánchíd: The Lament of the Queen of Chain 

made from acrylic, polyethylene, and prosthetic plastic as well as a selection of important 

works by, according to New York Magazine, the most successful American artist since 

Andy Warhol, Jeff Koons including 5.1 million $ worth porcelain sculpture Michael 

Jakson and Bubbles and works from Made in Heaven series. 

	  	  
	  
Jeff	  Koons	  
	  
Spiritual America, Richard Prince’s photography – a naked 10-years old actress Brooke 

Shields attracts the audience as well as Huang Yong Ping’s Coliseum from 2007. and 

Aluminum Girl and Male Manneguin (188 cm tall naked fiberglass man) - sculptures by 

Charles Ray.  



But, one of the biggest stars of Astrup Fearnley collection is for sure Demian Hirst. A key 

protagonist of the Young British Artist, Britain's richest living artist, are strongly 

represented in collection with his famous provocative series of artworks in which dead 

animals (a sheep and a cow) are preserved in formaldehyde solution (God Alone Knows 

and Mother and Child Divided). Astrup Fearnly Museum has his black scull called New 

religion-The fate of man, then Skin cancer, Leukemia, The Last supper, I feel Love.  

  

Demian Hirst 

Museum has a selection of works by women artists like Iranian artist Shirin Neshat (2 

black-white videos Fervor) who lives in exile in New York, Sam Taylor Wood and 

Cindy Sherman (like C-print Untitled #458), one of the most influential artist of our time 

who belongs to a generation of postmodern artists who redefined photography and its 

place. Work of former Young British Artist, and Turner-prize nominated Tracy Emin, 

like Melgraad’s and Hirst’s art, is highly controversial. Much of it is autobiographical 

including being raped as a teenager. I Want An International Lover And I Want Them To 



Love Me More Than The World is Emin’s artwork whish could be seen in collection To 

Be With Art Is All We Need.  

 

When Astrup Fearnley collection is moved to the new building, thanks to director of the 

Museum and main curator, art historian from Reykjavik, Gunnar B. Kvaran, Museum 

featured a new selection of works titled To Be With Art Is All We Need. The collection, 

which deals with themes like politics, religion, death, pornography, reality tv-shows, 

celebrity culture, identification, banality, sexuality, memory, beauty, frustrations, 

alienation etc. will be on till 21.04.2013.  

Thanks to permanent collection, Museum has international reputation. But it has also 

important exhibition program. Every year Astrup Fearnley museum gives several 

temporary exhibitions. Like exhibition Untitled Horrors (04.05.- 22.09.2013) which 

focuses on the grotesque in Cindy Sherman’s art. Upcoming exhibition (from October 

10) is selection of Brazilian contemporary art titled Imagine Brazil. 

 

Cindy Sherman 



Astrup Fearnley Museum is open every day except Mondays. Admission for children up 

to 18 years is free. Museum organizes different public programs, guided tours for the 

public and school classes, arranges clubs for children and teenagers and use mobile phone 

technology to make interaction with the exhibited works of art. 

Text and photos by Ljiljana Maletin Vojvodic 

www.ljiljanamaletin.wordpress.com 
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